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Guest Editors’ Foreword
This special issue is a tribute to Miklós Simonovits. Most of the papers in this special issue were written by his close
friends and collaborators who participated in the Workshop on Extremal Graph Theory (Csopak, Hungary, June 23–27,
2003), dedicated to his 60th birthday. Miki is a member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, a world-renowned
expert in Extremal Graph and Hypergraph Theory and in the Theory of Algorithms.
The three editors of this special issue were all born in 1954 and started attending at Eötvös University in the early
1970s, at a stormy period of Hungarian mathematical life, not unaffected by local political trends and ﬁghts. The once
legendary mathematics education in Budapest suffered, and many of the professors had less time and energy for the
students. Miklós Simonovits was one of the exceptions. At that time there were no regular ofﬁce hours in Budapest.
Apart from the lectures, we saw some of our most respected professors only at the exams. But this did not apply to Miki,
who was always available. One could stop him in the hallway any time of the day, and talk to him about just anything
from mathematics through cars to personal problems for hours and hours. He was extremely knowledgeable in many
areas, including mathematics. He was very helpful, and he always had something to say that one could remember for
many years to come. His viewpoint and (sometimes contradictory) opinions were often so surprising or striking that
ﬁrst one might have thought that he was kidding. At closer analysis and after some discussion, however, they turned
out to make perfect sense.
His extraordinary ability of looking at a problem from an unusual viewpoint, his critical intellect, playful, warm and
open personality made Miki not only an excellent teacher, but also one of the strongest graph theorists of his generation.
As a student, disciple and later as a friend and close collaborator of Paul Erdo˝s, he became an internationally recognized
leader in Extremal Graph Theory. In fact, he created much of the core material of this subject in collaboration with
Erdo˝s. There is no doubt that it was partly Miki’s inﬂuence that, after graduating from Eötvös University, all three of
us started working in Extremal Combinatorics. We have learned from him a lot, perhaps almost everything that we
know about the subject. All of us ended up at the Rényi Institute of Mathematics, Hungarian Academy of Sciences
after graduation. Interestingly enough, later Miki has also joined the Institute, where now he serves as Head of the
Discrete Mathematics Department. When we start approaching a new problem, it is still our “acid test” that we discuss
the question with Miki. His ﬁrst idea is often the key to the solution.
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